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Postpartum thyroiditis (PPT), a destructive autoim¬ mune thyroiditis associated with raised circulating thyroglobulin levels (1) , elevated iodine excretion (2) and changes in thyroid echotexture on ultrasonographic examination (3) , results in thyroid dysfunction in 50% of women with circulating antithyroid perox¬ idase (TPO) antibodies (4) and an increase in depressive symptomatology (5) in 30% of women with elevated circulating thyroid antibodies.
Studies have shown that, in common with other forms of thyroid autoimmunity, PPT is associated variously with HLA-DR3, DR4 and DR5 (6) (7) (8) (9) (10) (11) (12) (13) (14) .
However, in many of these reports the numbers of women studied have been relatively small. We have reevaluated the association of PPT with HLA-DR and DO specificities, accurately defined using a DNA restriction fragment length polymorphism (RFLP)-based method, and studied the prevalence of the class III region complement polymorphisms of Properdin factor (Bf), C4A DR 5 has been confirmed in this study. However, in contrast to our present findings, our previous study (13) 
